Ashton Keynes Parish Councel

Minutes of the meeting held remotely via Zoom on Wednesday 9" September
2020

Present: Clirs D Wingrove; S Crawford; M Carter; N Inzani; M Smith; R Blackaller; D Wain; P
Moran.

In attendance: Wilts Cllr Berry; The Clerk and one member of public.
The meeting commenced at 7:15pm

One member of public attended the meeting to share plans of a proposed housing development
with the Parish Council prior to submitting the application. The member of public shared the plans
on screen and explained that they were planning to keep the character of the area whilst providing
family homes to support the village and the school. All the houses on the plan are detached 3 and
4 bed properties with consideration for home working due to the long-term effect of Covid-19. A
question was asked about surface water flooding and whether a flood risk assessment would be
carried out. The land has been in the same family for many years and there has never been a
problem with flooding. The Chairman thanked the member of the public for addressing the council
and stated that this area is recognised in the Neighbourhood Plan as an area for potential
development.

20-21/065 Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Clirs Cooper, Low & Ellison.

20-21/066 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

20-21/067 To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meetings held on 8t July and 6t"
August 2020

The minutes of the July meeting were approved and signed with an amendment to the
action on item 20-21/058k to now be undertaken by the Footpaths and Cycleways Working
Group. The minutes of the August meeting were approved and signed.

20-21/068 Actions from Previous Meeting

20-21/048 - The Clerk has received 5 biographies from councillors to be published on the
website all other councillors to send to the Clerk as soon as possible.
20-21/053 - A letter has been sent regarding a new vicar.
20-21/054 - Wording for the ‘Breach of Code of Conduct’ section of the Code of Conduct is
to be drafted by the Internal Affairs Committee.

Action: Cllr Wingrove & Clir Cooper
20-21/058k - Footpaths ownership list to be taken on by the Footpaths and Cycleways
working group.

20-21/069 Chairman’s Report

The Chairman has further chased Matt Perrott of Wiltshire Council regarding the
replacement for the 7.5t limit sign on entry into the village. It is now coming up to a
year since this was first raised. Clir Berry will follow up if we have not received a
response in a few days’ time.
Action: Clir Berry

The Chairman had previously shared an email regarding Fir Trees near Park End
Cottage. There were no objections to the proposed works being carried out. The
Chairman will contact the parishioner to advise.

Action: Cllr Wingrove
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The Telephone Kiosk Art Installation Project has been ongoing for 18 months now
and with little or no progress for some time due to the Covid-19 crisis. It was
proposed that the Book Exchange currently run from outside the shop be invited to
use the phone box while waiting for an update on the Art Project. (The organiser of
the Art Project has said that she is happy with this approach.) It was asked whether
the Parish Council should consider spending some money getting the phone box
properly restored and lit. The phone box currently has a low voltage supply, lighting
has been raised with BT before and is not straight forward. However, the Parish
Council are willing to consider restoration as we acquired the phone box to maintain
it. Book Exchange organiser to be found and consulted.

Action: Cllr Wingrove

20-21/070 Clerks Report

The Salt Bin survey has been carried out again this year. It was noted that the same bins
as last year were half full. A Councillor asked if the Clerk was notified once the bins had
been replenished. This year the survey results have been reported via My Wiltshire so the
Clerk should be informed when the bins are restocked.

The insurance renewal with BHIB was approved.

The replacement of the broken bin at Church Walk by idverde was approved.

The tree survey of The Lotts play area by Sharples Tree Services was approved.

20-21/071 Financial Report

Income since the last meeting: Expenditure since the last meeting:

SSE Wayleave £4.00 Admin costs June to August £1426.95
OSM Contract June to August £2700.00
Payroll Admin (Mnth 3-4) £ 22.80
Zoom Video Communications £ 43.17
Microsoft 365 £ 59.99
Mobile Phone Contract £ 40.42

Closing balance: £21,426.83

The Parish Council noted the financial report and approved the income and expenditure to
date.

20-21/072 Tree Maintenance Policy

In the past the Parish Council had thought they were responsible for most of the trees in
the ‘common’ areas of the parish. However, 18 months ago when a request was received
for work to be carried out to trees on a patch of land in the village, the Clerk was informed
by a Wiltshire Council Tree Officer who visited the village that this was not the responsibility
of the Parish Council. This is because this particular piece of land is maintained by Wiltshire
Council and Wiltshire Council is responsible for the trees on the land that they maintain as
well as on land that they own. If the Parish Council are not responsible for these trees it
leads to the question of why do we arrange a survey of trees every 5 years. However, there
has, recently, been some tree related enquiries regarding trees on land that the Parish
Council does own i.e. the two playing fields and the Lotts Play area. It would be logical to
adopt our own tree policy in line with Wiltshire Council policy. An Interim Policy was sent to
all prior to the meeting. The section regarding land not owned by the Parish Council and not
owned/maintained by Wiltshire Council needs to be completed. The Parish Council agreed
to adopt the Interim Tree Maintenance Policy.

Action: Cllr Wingrove

20-21/073 Wiltshire Area Localism and Planning Alliance (WALPA)

The Chairman recently attended a remote meeting regarding planning passed by Wiltshire
Council contrary to a ‘Made’ Neighbourhood Plan. Early last year changes were made to the
Planning Policy Framework which effectively meant that made Neighbourhood Plans over
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two years old could be ignored. In July it was agreed that Ashton Keynes Parish Council
would be added to a joint letter from a group of councils to Wiltshire MPs. The group has
met a few times and has now formed as the Wiltshire Area Localism and Planning Alliance
(WALPA). A number of councils are looking into updating their Neighbourhood Plans and are
looking for guidance from Wiltshire Council. In August this year a government white paper
was published entitled ‘*Changes to the current planning system’. Cllr Berry confirmed that
Wiltshire Council were also concerned and were holding meetings to discuss. It was
proposed that we wait to consider updating our Neighbourhood Plan and we continue to
engage with WALPA. The next meeting of WALPA is 23™ September at 10.30am should any
others councillors wish to join in.

20-21/074 Committees, Working Groups and Representatives’ Report

a) Planning
Application 20/03838/FUL
The application for change of use of land from Amenity to Residential has been
‘Called in’ by Cllr Berry as requested at our July meeting, however, Clir Berry has
asked for this to be readdressed. The planning system have to determine why we
wouldn’t change the land to residential and will approve if there is no good reason
not to, there is lots of support for the application and it will insure the fence is not
moved any further. The ownership of the land is not being considered in the
application. The filling in of a watercourse was discussed at a previous meeting and
agreed not to address this, however, a Wiltshire Council Drainage Officer will be
visiting the village this week to look at a number of areas including this one. The
ditch has been filled in and the Parish Steward has confirmed carrying out works to
maintain the ditch in the past. The majority of the Parish Council still want this
application to be ‘Called in’. Clir Berry will reconfirm with the officer.

Land grabbing is still a potential problem and we need to note other potential
problem areas. A list of such land is being drawn up.

b) Flood Risk Management - Following the visit by the Environment Agency on 7%
July the report has now been reviewed and deemed an accurate record and is
available on the Parish Council website. In summary it states that the condition of
the Thames as inspected does not pose a risk of flooding to any properties. It does
recommend some clearance of vegetation and removal of a fallen tree to improve
flow and avoid potential blockages. The EA visit in September has been cancelled
due to Covid-19 restrictions, however, to address the issues raised, a clearance
party of volunteers was arranged for Saturday 5% September to work on an area of
the High Road. 16 Volunteers were involved including 6 Parish Councillor. The
Chairman of the Flood Risk Management working group wished to thank all those
who took part, this has made quite a change especially near the bridge.

Following a request from a concerned parishioner regarding blocked ditches in the
village a visit has been arranged with the Wiltshire Council Principle Drainage
Officer. Whilst in the village the opportunity will be taken to discuss with the
Drainage Engineer other areas of concern.

The Chairman of the Parish Council expressed his thanks to all involved with the
Flood Risk Management working group and also to the group of volunteers who
worked on clearing the river.

c) Internal Affairs — An Internal Controls check for April to September has been
arranged in October. Due to the small number of transactions it has been suggested
that future checks are carried out half yearly rather than quarterly.

d) Minerals Liaison — Nothing to report.

e) Village Hall - A Risk Assessment has been completed and measures are in place to
enable the hall to reopen to users safely. The Doctors, Pre-School, Post Office and
Keep Fit have all started back in the hall, it was hoped that other groups would also
start to return to the hall but with todays announcement of more restrictions this is
looking unlikely.

Ashton Keynes Parish Council Minutes - September 2020 Page 3 of 4

Chairman ......ccccceeeevenn. Date ...ccooeveeeen .



Ashton Keynes Parish Councel

f) Playing Fields Committee — Nothing to report.

g) Cotswold Water Park - Clir Berry asked if any representatives from the Parish
Council had attended a recent virtual conference held by the Water Park Trust
regarding anti-social behaviour. The Parish Council were unaware of the conference.
Clir Berry will send a copy of the video.

h) School Governors - All classes are now back and the new build is being used
which is a fantastic addition to the school.

i) Police — The PCSO is currently not holding regular visits to the Village Hall but is
still visiting the village and being proactive. A question was asked about the
progress of a monthly report of crimes committed in the village. The Police Liaison
Councillor is in contact with the Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator who has
suggested contacting the Inspector at Royal Wootton Bassett.

i) Highways - The Highways Councillors has been working with the Footpaths and
Cycle Routes working group regarding speed limits in conjunction with footpaths.
Community Speed Watch are now back active and potential sites for the relocation
of the SID are being looked into. Recent SID data is available.

k) Footpaths & Cycle Routes — Terms of Reference have been circulated and are
available to view on the website. Letters have been sent to the owners of a footpath
and also to the Senior Rights of Way Warden for North Wiltshire. Moreton Cullimore
has sent a clear map of his land and will clear his footpath at the end of October, he
is also concerned about the recent anti-social behaviour of members of the public. A
volunteer is ready to repair a stile, we are waiting to hear back regarding
regulations. A tree on the footpath near Fox Cottage has also been reported.

A question was asked regarding the Terms of Reference, were the working group
taking responsibility for the footpaths? Councillors to address this outside of the
meeting.

Action: Cllr Wain and Clir Carter
It was asked if the group have an action plan in place. The answer was yes there is
an active spreadsheet.

1) Ashton Keynes Charities - Nothing to report.

20-21/075 Matters for the next meeting

Councillors were reminded to contact the Clerk with any items to be put forward for the
agenda at least one week before the next meeting.

20-21/076 Date for the next meeting

The date for the next Parish Council meeting will be 14t October 2020. The meeting will be
held via Zoom.

The meeting concluded at 9.10pm
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