Ashton Keynes Parish Councel

Minutes of the meeting held remotely via Zoom on Wednesday 13* January
2021

Present: Clirs D Wingrove; S Crawford; M Carter; M Cooper; B Ellison; N Inzani; B Low; R
Blackaller; P Moran.

In attendance: Wilts Clir Berry, Fiona Ryder - Clerk.
The meeting commenced at 7:16pm

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. There was one member of public in attendance
as an observer.

20-21/120 Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Clir Ventham.

20-21/121 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

20-21/122 To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 9" December 2020
The minutes of the meeting held on 9™ December 2020 were approved and signed.

20-21/123 Actions from Previous Meeting

20-21/109 - ClIr Berry has visited the Cotswold Community footpath and spoken with the
security guard and his boss, they have apologised for their heavy-handed approach.
20-21/111 - The Local Plan consultation paper has been distributed; the Parish Council will
produce a response if necessary.

20-21/111a - The possible review of Neighbourhood Plan is ongoing.

20-21/111b - Clir Blackaller has taken over the coordination of the phone box project.
20-21/112 - The fly tipping has now been removed.

20-21/115 - Objection to planning application 20/09593/FUL has been sent.

20-21/116 - Ashton Keynes Charities has been informed of the trustee nominated by the
Parish Council at the previous meeting.

20-21/117 - The Chairman has sent a letter to the school.

20-21/124 Chairman’s Report

It seems likely that the elections planned for May 6% will be postponed. The Parish
Council 4-year term is due to end in May 2021 and all Councillors will stand down
and can reapply, if there are more applications than spaces then an election is
needed. The term of office will be extended until the elections can be held.

20-21/125 Clerks Report

Due to the Christmas break there was no clerks report this month.

20-21/126 Financial Report

Income since the last meeting: Expenditure since the last meeting:

Admin to Council £ 509.67
Zoom Video Comms £ 14.39
02 Mobile Phone Contract £ 20.21
OSM November £ 900.00
Ditch Clearance Works £ 600.00
Closing balance: £19,928.26
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The report was approved. We have received a small amount of CIL money from Wiltshire
Council regarding a recent planning application.

20-21/127 Financial Assistance to the Church

The Parish Council discussed again the advice from NALC regarding the law preventing
Parish Councils providing financial assistance to the Church. In light of that, even though
the legal situation is not clear, it was decided not to provide a grant to the PCC this year.
The advice from NALC will be kept under review. There are village assets within the church
grounds, namely the WW1 anniversary tree and the village war memorial, it was agreed
that the Parish Council would fund a contractor to keep the area around the village assets
tidy for the next 12 months at a maximum cost of £1000.

Action: Clir Low

20-21/128 Future Meeting Dates

It was agreed that the Parish Council will continue to meet on the second Wednesday of
every month except for August.

20-21/129 Highway Improvement Request

A Highway Improvement Request has been submitted for consideration by the Parish
Council. The request has come from a resident of one of the houses on the B4696 following
numerous accidents. The Parish Council agreed to submit a request to CAT-G for a
highways engineer to investigate and recommend action as appropriate. As there is still no
replacement Principle Traffic Engineer it is not likely to be actioned in the near future but it
is important to submit the request.

Action: Clir Crawford

20-21/130 Telephone Kiosk Update

2 2 years ago the Parish Council bought the phone box for £1. A parishioner proposed
turning the phone box into a mini Art Gallery and volunteered to submit a bid to the Arts
Council, as this is likely to be a long process it would be good to start work on the phone
box and get it being used for something in the meantime. A Jigsaw exchange has been
suggested along with moving the book exchange which is currently a box outside the shop
into the phone box. A proposal will be brought to the next meeting on how to move
forward.

Action: Clir Blackaller

20-21/131 Committees, Working Groups and Representatives’ Report

a) Planning - The Local plan review consultation ends in March. Clirs Wingrove &
Smith will liaise to discuss the extent of Parish Council involvement.

b) Flood Risk — A report had been circulated prior to the meeting. Due to the recent
weather there have been a number of flood related issues in the village. The Parish
Council received thanks from The Derry for contributing to the ditch clearance
works, a further £500 was received from the Malmesbury Area Board Community
Grants. 10 days ago there was significant flooding on Fridays Ham Lane, discussions
are ongoing with Wiltshire Council to address this.

Concern was raised regarding the flood plains not clearing very quickly and it was
suggested this could be due to debris at Oaklake Bridge. The water was flowing well
in the area at the height of the flooding and any debris would have been negligible.
Drone footage available on the Parish Council website shows that from Minety to
Cricklade the flood plains were like a continuous lake. When the river becomes a
lake the water on the flood plains will not go anywhere.
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c)
d)
e)

i)

k)

)]
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Internal Affairs — No Report.
Minerals Liaison = No report.
Village Hall - The Village Hall has had to shut again due to the latest lockdown.
The Doctors Surgery, Post Office and Pre-school are still running. It was asked if
there are likely to be any major costs that will need covering.
Playing Fields Committee — No report.
Cotswold Water Park - Natural England have designated the CWP as SSSI.
School Governors — There are significantly more children in school this lockdown,
of 220 on role there are 78 eligible for a space compared to 35 last time. Every year
group is in a bubble and the teachers are going in to teach in class and support
home-school.
Police — There has been anti-social activity going on in the Church car park, the
police are aware and the local PCSO will step up patrols in the area. The Church do
not want to have to lock the car park. Gas canisters are being found but so far there
has been no vandalism to the church.
Highways - ClIr Berry reported that Malcolm Bevan will be sorting out the missing
7.5t signs. There was a crash at the spine road junction which resulted in some
signs being taken out. Cllr Crawford will report the missing/damaged signs.

Action: Clir Crawford
Footpaths & Cycle Routes - Stephen Leonard (Senior Rights of Way Warden for
North Wiltshire) is due to visit later this month to walk the footpaths, it is unsure if
this will still go ahead. The Footpath to the church is completely broken up due to
the frost making existing problems worse. Footpaths and Cycle Routes liaison will
contact the owner of the property adjacent to the path and also discuss with
Stephen Leonard.

Action: Clir Low

Ashton Keynes Charities — No Report

20-21/132 Matters for the next meeting
Councillors were reminded to contact the Clerk with any items to be put forward for the
agenda at least 10 days before the next meeting. At the next meeting all items on the
Action Tracker are to be addressed.

20-21/133 Date for the next meeting

The date for the next Parish Council meeting will be 10" February 2021. The meeting will
be held via Zoom.

The meeting concluded at 8.45pm
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