Ashton Keynes Parish Council
Present: Cllrs I Woods (Chairman), M Carter, M Seymour, A Stefanovic, R Thomas, E Tidmarsh and D Wingrove
One member of the public – Mr Chris Waters
Public Representations:
The Chairman welcomed Chris Waters, as a member of the Ashton Keynes public, and enquired what his problem was.   Mr Waters said that he had heard that the Greensquare Housing Association was removing a number of houses in The Mead with the intention of building 10 houses on the land.  He said his property backed onto where they were intending to build those houses.

The Chairman said that the Clerk had investigated the rumour a couple of months ago and was told by Greensquare that they had no intention of increasing their number of properties in The Mead.  He said a Housing Needs Survey had been carried out six years ago and wondered on what Greensquare were basing their building.  Cllr A Stefanovic said their Architect was there for two days recently and said that he did not know if the development was viable.  The Chairman said he would like to see Cllr Carole Soden involved.  He also said he would like to see Joe Curzon of Greensquare come to the January Parish Council Meeting and explain what their intentions were.  The Chairman thanked Mr Waters for his attendance and he then left the room.












Action: The Clerk 
Minutes of a Meeting held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 12th December 2012

2012/137
To accept apologies for Absence



Apologies for absence were received from County Cllr C Soden, Cllrs J Freeth, J Hughes, M Jackson and S Jefferson, and for late attendance by D Wingrove 
2012/138
Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda



There were no declarations of interest.
2012/139
To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meetings held on 14th November 2012


The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting, held on 14th November 2012, were approved and signed by the Chairman.  
2012/125
Matters arising from the Minutes


The Clerk said he had two matters arising:
· Firstly, he said he had been in discussion with Martin Rose, the Wiltshire Council Highway Engineer, on the subject of the High Road pavement project and reported that Martin wanted to delay the work until the end of the financial year.  The Clerk said that he and Martin would look again at the project in the New Year and bring the drawings to either the January or February Parish Council meeting.
· Secondly, he said that Martin Rose would have the necessary equipment available in the New Year to assess the speed of traffic in Happy Land.  This was in response to an e-mail sent by Andrew Leavens on behalf of a number of Happy Land residents about the problems of speeding in Happy Land and the road safety aspects.
2012/126 
Recommendations from Grants & Finance Working Group

The Chairman said that due to the Government’s changes to the Council Tax Base and funding for Local Precepting Authorities, it is not yet possible for the Precept to be set.  Wiltshire Council is suggesting that small Parishes wait for thresholds and limits to be announced before setting their Precepts.  Wiltshire Council is expecting the Local Government Finance Settlement to be issued as late as 19th December 2012.  In any event, the Chairman said, our new date for our new Precept Notice does not now require to be submitted until 21st January 2013, which allows the Council to confirm the Proposed Precept at the 9th January 2013 Parish Council meeting.  The Grants and Finance Working Group will need to meet, therefore, between 19th December 2012 and 9th January 2013.  The Clerk was given approval to distribute the Grants to the five recipient organisations as agreed at the November Parish Council meeting.












Action: The Clerk

2012/127
Clerk’s Report


The Clerk gave the following report:  
· He began by saying that he had received no disagreement to his suggested Agendas and Minutes for the Planning Committee Meetings.  He said the first meeting of the Planning Committee where these Agendas and Minutes will be used is 7th January 2013.  He will make the necessary arrangements with the White Hart Pub for the meetings to take place in their Pub Annexe.  The cost of the use of the Annexe will be £5 a night when the heating is required and it will be free when no heating is used.
·  The Malmesbury Community Area Manager has pointed out that there is an opportunity to be involved with an Emergency Planning Exercise at the end of January – he had sent the paperwork around the Council.  It would be good training to get involved with it.

· He said that he had spoken to Matt Perrott in Wiltshire Highways and complained that the Bollard in front of the Church had still not been replaced.  Matt said it has been difficult finding a replacement, but intended to do so and have it installed by the end of March 2013.  The Clerk was asked to refer the tardiness of the work to County Cllr C Soden.

Action: The Clerk

2012/128
Financial Transactions
Payments Made 


The Council noted that the following payments had been made:

· AK Village Hall (Nov Room Rental)
£      17.00

· SLCC (Annual Subscription)
£    145.00

· MacVenture Play Co (Replacement Beam)
£    174.00

· Clerk’s Salary (Nov)
£    648.00

· Clerk’s Expenses (Nov)
£      96.18

· HMRC (Tax and NI)
£    228.18

2012/129 
New Terms of Reference for Planning Sub-Committee

The Chairman said the suggested amended Terms of Reference had been sent to all the members and asked for their comments.
Cllr R Thomas proposed a number of other amendments, which were agreed by the members and will be incorporated by the Clerk and circulated.












Action: The Clerk 
2012/130
Committees, Working Groups and Representatives’ Reports
The Chairman invited members to give their reports:





Cllr A Stefanovic said that she had discovered who the original sculptor was of the War Memorial.  She also said that English Heritage only had £3,000 to spend on the Monument and only provide up to 50% of the funding.
2012/131 
Parking in Church Walk


Cllr M Seymour said that he had repaired again the damage to the Grass Verges in Church Walk.  The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council send a letter to all the residents in Church Walk and request that if they must park their cars in Church Walk then they should do so down by the bridge.  The Chairman also said it would be worth asking the Highways to place some mesh in the grass verges for additional protection.












Action: The Clerk

2012/132
Bus Shelter/Telephone Box


The Chairman said the Bus Shelter cannot be replaced where it originally stood due to BT manhole covers that have to be lifted by a three-wheel machine.  He suggested that the Bus Shelter be installed at the corner of the High Road with The Derry.  He also said he would speak to the Shop Management with a view to having a cantilever cover erected alongside the shop for people to stand under while waiting for a bus. 
2012/133
20 mph Speed Limit through Village


The Chairman said the item would be resurrected at the next Parish Council meeting.
2012/136
Village Shop Update
Cllr J Hughes was not available to give a Shop update.

The Chairman agreed to the following subjectsw being raised:
· Cllr M Seymour brought up a number of Planning Application issues, which the Clerk said he would try yet again to resolve.

Action: The Clerk

· Cllr M Carter said he would like to give a short update on the Neighbourhood Plan.  He said that the Steering Group had a meeting on 17th November with our allocated Wiltshire Council Link Officer to discuss the process and available support.  To start to make progress it was quite obvious that more people in the village are required to be involved in the planning exercise.  The Chairman suggested that someone needs to go through each group in the village and try to get two or three volunteers from each organisation.  Cllr E Tidmarsh thought it would be a good idea to raise a questionnaire, and the Chairman suggested a letterbox drop was required to generate interest in a public meeting where the reasons for making a Neighbourhood Plan could be explained and support from the community could be gauged.  A meeting of the Steering Group was suggested in early January to progress these ideas. 
The business of the meeting was concluded at 9.35pm.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 9th January 2013, commencing at 7.45pm
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